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God’s Acre: What is it? 
    “For the upkeep, repair, and maintenance of Faith 
Lutheran Church.”  Each year at our Annual Meeting 
we approve a budget which includes money for our 
church home. That budget includes basic everyday 
expenses.  However there are times that our church 
home needs more.  For example: brick restoration, 
mechanical repair, interior/exterior repair and 
maintenance, and other unforeseen or unexpected 
repairs. 
    In 1965 a motion was made to the Church Council 
to have a once a year offering for those  
extra building needs and the council voted to  
accept this idea.  Each member was asked to give 
the income from one acre of land, one days wages, 
one months (days/weeks) interest - one portion, 
however their income was earned.  
Because many of our members at that time had 
some connection with the land, it was decided to call 
it “God’s Acre.”  Since we are still a rural church and 
since the needs of our church home still sometimes 
exceed our budgeted amount, we still call it “God’s 
Acre” and each of us personally and as a family can 
decide what is the “acre” that we can give for this 
purpose.   
This year our God’s Acre offering & Potluck is                       
November 1.           
If you cannot attend you can still give to “God’s Acre” 
at any time. Thank 
you to everyone for 
taking pride in our 
church home and  
being  stewards of it’s               
upkeep and             
preservation.   
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Beloved Friends in Christ,  
 
As October arrives, we find ourselves surrounded by one of God's most beautiful 
reminders that change is a part of life. The green leaves begin to turn into brilliant 
shades of red, orange, yellow, and gold. The air becomes cooler, harvest is in full 
swing, the days become shorter, and the beauty of autumn reminds us that every 
season has its own purpose and its own blessing. October also brings a return to our 
regular schedule of worship and fellowship. Sunday School begins again, giving our 
children an opportunity to learn, grow, ask questions, and discover what it means to know and follow Jesus.  
 
I am reminded of something very special about our congregations. We may be small in number, but we are 
never small in heart. There is a closeness within our churches that is truly something to treasure. We know 
one another. We care about one another. We celebrate together, we pray together, and when someone is 
hurting, we come alongside one another. We have seen time and time again the generosity, compassion, and 
willingness of our congregations to help those in need. That is what makes this church family so special.  
It is not simply the number of people sitting in the pews. It is the love that is shared between those people. It 
is the hand extended in friendship, the phone call to someone who needs encouragement, the prayer offered 
for someone who is struggling, the kind word spoken, and the willingness to stand beside one another 
through both joyful and difficult seasons of life. Our churches may be small, but our faith, our love, and our 
commitment to one another are definitely not.  
 
As we look toward the future, there may be times when we wonder what that future will look like. We may 
not have all the answers, and we may not know exactly what God has planned for Faith and Mooreton               
Lutheran Churches. But perhaps we don't need to know everything. We simply need to trust.  
God has carried these congregations through many seasons before, and He will continue to walk with us 
through the seasons yet to come. Our responsibility is to remain faithful, to continue worshiping, serving,  
welcoming, encouraging, and loving one another—and to trust God with the rest.  
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11  
 
I would also like to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for the kindness,                                 
encouragement, well wishes, and generous words you have shared with me. Being called to serve as your 
Lay Minister is an honor that I do not take lightly. I am humbled and grateful for the trust you have placed in 
me. Every kind word, every word of encouragement, and every expression of support means more to me 
than I can express. I feel truly blessed to walk alongside you as we worship, learn, serve, and grow together. I 
am thankful for the opportunity to be part of these wonderful church families, and I look forward to seeing 
what God has in store for us.  
 
As the colors of autumn remind us, change does not mean an ending. Sometimes change is simply God's 
way of preparing us for something new. So, as we enter this beautiful season, let us continue to hold tightly 
to our faith, to our love for one another, and to the hope we have through Jesus Christ.  
 
May our churches continue to be places where people feel welcomed, accepted, loved, and that they truly  
belong. May we continue to share the love of Christ not only with one another, but with everyone God places 
in our path. And above all, may we trust God with our future, knowing that wherever He leads us… He will 
walk beside us.  
 
GIGATT,  
Toviao Hopkins LME  
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